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Sing Praise to the Lord

*Call to Worship Zechariah 9:9; Philippians 2:5-11
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble 
and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

*All Creatures of Our God and King
All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice, and with us sing: Alleluia, alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam,
O praise him, O praise him,  alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along, O praise him, Alleluia!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, ye lights of evening, find a voice, 
Refrain

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
Make music for thy Lord to hear, Alleluia, alleluia!
Thou fire so masterful and bright, that givest man both warmth and light, 
Refrain

And all ye men of tender heart, 
Forgiving others, take your part, O sing ye Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, praise God and on him cast your care, 
Refrain

Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship him in humbleness, O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, Three in One, 
Refrain
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*Prayer of Invocation
We ask God’s presence to enable us to worship him as we ought.

Recount the Wonders of His Mercy

Call to Confession Isaiah 5:1-5
Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved 

had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted 
it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine 
vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 

And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and 
my vineyard. What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in 
it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I 
will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be 
devoured I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.

Prayer of Confession                                  (From The Valley of Vision)
ETERNAL FATHER,
You are good beyond all thought,
But I am sinful, wretched, miserable, blind;
My lips are ready to confess,

but my heart is slow to feel,
and my ways reluctant to change.

I bring my soul to you;
break it, wound it, bend it, transform it.

Unmask to me ugliness of sin,
that I may hate it, abhor it, flee from it.

My faculties have been a weapon of revolt against you;
as a rebel I have misused my strength,
and served the foul adversary of thy kingdom.

Give me grace to bewail my callous folly,
Grant me to know that the way of transgressors is hard,

that evil paths are wretched paths,
that to depart from you is to lose all good.

I have seen the purity and beauty of your perfect law,
the happiness of those in whose heart it reigns,
the calm dignity of the walk to which it calls,

yet I daily violate and despise its precepts.
Your loving Spirit strives within me,

brings me Scripture warnings,
speaks in startling providences,
pulls me by secret whispers,
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yet I choose devices and desires to my own hurt,
ungratefully resent, grieve,

and provoke him to abandon me.
All these sins I mourn, lament, and for them cry pardon.
Work in me more profound and abiding repentance;
Give me the fullness of a godly grief that trembles and fears,

yet ever trusts and loves,
which is ever powerful, and ever confident;

Grant that through the tears of repentance I may see more clearly
the brightness and glories of the saving cross.

 Silent Prayers of Confession

Assurance of Pardon Psalm 118:1-4
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    for his steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say,
    “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let the house of Aaron say,
    “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let those who fear the Lord say,
    “His steadfast love endures forever.”

*Before the Throne of God Above
Before the throne of God above, I have a strong and perfect plea.
A great high Priest whose Name is Love, who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on his hands, my name is written on his heart.
I know that while in heaven he stands no tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see him there who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died my sinful soul is counted free.
For God the just is satisfied to look on him and pardon me.

Behold him there the risen Lamb, my perfect spotless righteousness,
The great unchangeable I am, the King of glory and of grace.
One in Himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased by his blood,
My life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ my Savior and my God!

Prayer for the Church and Congregation
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Give Attention to His Powerful Word

Children’s Message

Scripture Reading Luke19:35-20:26
35 And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus 
on it. 36 And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was 
drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole 
multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all 
the mighty works that they had seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 And some of 
the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He 
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”

41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, 
“Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! 
But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you, when
your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in 
on every side 44 and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you.
And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know 
the time of your visitation.”

45 And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46 saying 
to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it 
a den of robbers.” 

47 And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes 
and the principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him, 48 but they did not
find anything they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words.

1 One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the 
gospel, the chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up 2 and said to him, 
“Tell us by what authority you do these things, or who it is that gave you this 
authority.” 3 He answered them, “I also will ask you a question. Now tell me, 4 was 
the baptism of John from heaven or from man?” 5 And they discussed it with one 
another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe 
him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From man,’ all the people will stone us to death, for they are
convinced that John was a prophet.” 7 So they answered that they did not know 
where it came from. 8 And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things.”

9 And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard 
and let it out to tenants and went into another country for a long while. 10 When the 
time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would give him some of the
fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 

And he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully, and 
sent him away empty-handed. 12 And he sent yet a third. This one also they 

Page 5



wounded and cast out. 13 Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I 
will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants 
saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the 
inheritance may be ours.’ 15 And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy 
those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, 
“Surely not!” 17But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is 
written:

“‘The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone’? 

18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on 
anyone, it will crush him.”

19 The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very 
hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared 
the people. 20 So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that
they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority 
and jurisdiction of the governor. 21 So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you 
speak and teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God. 22 Is
it lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?” 23 But he perceived their 
craftiness, and said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and 
inscription does it have?” They said, “Caesar’s.” 25 He said to them, “Then render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 26 And
they were not able in the presence of the people to catch him in what he said, but 
marveling at his answer they became silent.

Sermon Jesus’ Victory over His Enemies
Rev. Tony Cowley

Sermon Outline
I. Whose Authority: Jesus Questions His Critics

II. Whose Vineyard: Jesus Confronts His Critics
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III. Whose Image: Jesus Silences His Critics

*Confession of Faith                  Westminster Shorter Catechism
Q 26. Christians how does Christ execute the office of a king?

A. Christ executes the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in ruling and 
defending us, and in restraining and conquering all his and our enemies.

(We will receive our gifts and offerings for the Lord’s work during the singing of 
the next song.)

*Jesus Shall Reign
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun does his successive journeys run;
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.

People and realms of every tongue dwell on his love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim their early blessings on his Name.

The saints shall flourish in his days, dressed in the robes of joy and praise;
Peace, like a river, from his throne shall flow to nations yet unknown.

Where he displays his healing power, death and the curse are known no more:
In him the tribes of Adam boast more blessings than their father lost.

Let every creature rise and bring peculiar honors to our King;
Angels descend with songs again, and earth repeat the loud amen!

Receive the Gifts of His Grace

The Lord’s Supper
All baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone as their Savior and Lord, who are
communicant members of a Bible-believing church, and who seek strength and 
grace to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. While communion 
is being served, please feel free to join in song or meditate quietly on Christ’s 
sacrifice.
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Wonderful, Merciful Savior
Wonderful merciful Savior, precious Redeemer and Friend, 
Who would have thought that a Lamb could rescue the souls of men, 
Oh you rescue the souls of men.
You are the One that we praise, you are the One we adore. 
You give the healing and grace our hearts always hunger for, 
Oh our hearts always hunger for.

Counselor, Comforter, Keeper, Spirit we long to embrace, 
You offer hope when our hearts have hopelessly lost the way, 
Oh we hopelessly lost the way. Chorus

Almighty infinite Father, faithfully loving your own,
Here in our weakness you find us, falling before your throne, 
Oh we’re falling before your throne. Chorus

Jesus Paid it All
I hear the Savior say, your strength indeed is small
Child of weakness, watch and pray, find in me your all in all. 
Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe, 
Sin had left a crimson stain, he washed it white as snow.

Lord, now indeed I find your power and yours alone,
Can change the leper’s spots and melt the heart of stone. Chorus

For nothing good have I whereby thy grace to claim, 
I’ll wash my garments white in the blood of Calvary’s Lamb. Chorus

And when before thy throne I stand in him complete,
“Jesus died my soul to save,” my lips shall still repeat! Chorus 

*Benediction

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The lyrics of the songs are used by permission. CCLI License #3008560 
Before the Throne of God Above: words by Charitie Lees Bancroft; music by Vikki Cook © 
1997 Sovereign Grace Music. Wonderful Merciful Savior: Dawn Rogers & Eric Wyse © 1989 
Word Music.
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