Lord’s Day Worship

Sunday, February 19®, 2023
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Sing Praise to the Lord

*Call to Worship Acts 2:42-47
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those
who were being saved.

*Come Christians, Join to Sing

Come, Christians, join to sing, Alleluia! Amen!

Loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen!

Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice;
Praise is his gracious choice, Alleluia! Amen!

Come, lift your hearts on high, Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen!

He 1s our guide and friend; to us he’ll condescend;
His love shall never end, Alleluia! Amen!

Praise yet our Christ again, Alleluia! Amen!

Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen!

On heaven’s blissful shore, his goodness we’ll adore,
Singing forevermore, “Alleluia! Amen!”

*Prayer of Invocation
We ask God’s presence to enable us to worship him as we ought.

Recount the Wonders of His Mercy

Call to Confession Romans 14:13

Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide
never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.
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Prayer of Confession (From Streams of Mercy)
Almighty God,

We come before you today to proclaim that you are excellent and that your
glory is evident in all of creation. You are holy and perfect in all your ways, yet
you stoop to love us, fallen and sinful rebels that we are. We do not deserve your
kindness and care, yet you have set your love upon us. You pursue us with your
everlasting promise to work all things for our good and your own glory. Father,
melt our hearts with wonder, love, and praise to you.

We admit before you that we often find it difficult to live in community with
one another, as you call us to. We are judgmental toward others, particularly when
you have given us strength in an area where they are weak. We frequently struggle
with malice, hypocrisy, envy, deceit, and slander. Though at times we may control
our tongues, in our minds we rehearse endlessly the sins and weaknesses of others,
as we try to justify ourselves and feel superior. At times we cause others to stumble
into sin, and so do damage to their hearts and souls. Father, forgive us for the many
sins that we commit each and every day. We cast ourselves on your mercy and
thank you for the obedience of Christ, which replaces our record of rebellion with
the glory of his perfect holiness.

Holy Spirit of the living God, help us, we pray. Cause us to hunger for your
Word and to grow in obedience to you. Help us to be faithful sojourners and joyful
recipients of your grace. Make Christ appear excellent to us and beautiful in our
eyes as we worship, as we work, as we live together, and even when we sin against
one another. Help us to recognize our sin and to repent quickly, asking forgiveness
of one another and helping one another to find peace and joy in the goodness of
your Son instead of in our own obedience. May your great and mighty power,
which raised Christ from the dead, be strongly at work in each of us, helping us to
love one another with powerful gratitude and to live lives of increasing holiness,
purity, and love for you and for one another. In the excellent name of Jesus Christ
we pray, Amen.

Silent Prayers of Confession

Assurance of Pardon Romans 9:33
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; and
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

*We Gather Together

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;

he chastens and hastens his will to make known;
the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing:
sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own.
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Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;

so from the beginning the fight we were winning:
thou, Lord, wast at our side: all glory be thine!

We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be.

Let thy congregation endure thro; tribulation:
thy name be ever prais’d! O Lord, make us free!

Prayer for the Church and Congregation

Give Attention to His Powerful Word
Children’s Message

Scripture Reading Acts 5:1-11
But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, *and
with his wife’s knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and
brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet. > But Peter said, “Ananias,
why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for
yourself part of the proceeds of the land? * While it remained unsold, did it not
remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that
you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.”
>When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great
fear came upon all who heard of it. ° The young men rose and wrapped him up and
carried him out and buried him.

7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had
happened. * And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so
much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” ° But Peter said to her, “How is it that
you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those
who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.” '
Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men
came in they found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her
husband. "' And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of
these things.

Sermon Imperfect Yet Real
Rev. Seob Kim
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Sermon Qutline

I. Church with Saints
I1. Church with Divine Presence
Confession of Faith Westminster Confession of Faith

25.1 The catholic (that is, universal) church, which is invisible, consists of all the
elect who have been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ its head. This
church is his bride, his body, and the fullness of him who fills all in all.

25.2 The visible church, which is also catholic (that is, universal) under the gospel
(that is, not confined to one nation, as it was before under the law), consists of all
those throughout the world who profess the true religion, together with their
children. It is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of God,
outside of which there is no ordinary possibility of salvation.

25.4 This universal church has been sometimes more and sometimes less visible.

Particular churches, which are members of this universal church, are more or less
pure to the extent to which the doctrine of the gospel is taught and embraced, the

ordinances are administered, and public worship is performed more or less purely
in them.

25.5 The purest churches on earth are subject to both mixture and error, and some
have so degenerated that they have become no churches of Christ at all, but rather
synagogues of Satan. Nevertheless, there shall always be a church on earth to
worship God according to his will.
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(We will receive our gifts and offerings for the Lord’s work during the singing of
the next song.)

*God Himself is With Us

God himself is with us:

let us now adore him,

and with awe appear before him.
God is in his temple -

all within keep silence,

prostrate lie with deepest rev’rence.
Him alone God we own,

him, our God and Savior;

praise his name forever.

God himself is with us:

hear the harps resounding!

See the crowds the throne surrounding!
“Holy, holy, holy” -

hear the hymn ascending,

angels, saints, their voices blending!
Bow thine ear to us here:

hear, O Christ, the praises

that thy church now raises.

O thou fount of blessing,
purify my spirit;

trusting only in thy merit,
like the holy angels

who behold thy glory,

may I ceaselessly adore thee,
and 1in all, great and small,
seek to do most nearly

what thou lovest dearly.

Receive the Gifts of His Grace

The Lord’s Supper

All baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone as their Savior and Lord, who are
communicant members of a Bible-believing church, and who seek strength and
grace to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. While communion
is being served, please feel free to join in song or meditate quietly on Christ’s
sacrifice.
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He Will Hold Me Fast

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, he will hold me fast.

I could never keep my hold, through life’s fearful path
For my love is often cold; he must hold me fast.

He will hold me fast, he will hold me fast;

For my Savior loves me so, he will hold me fast.

Those he saves are his delight, Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in his holy sight, he will hold me fast.

He’ll not let my soul be lost; his promises shall last;
Bought by him at such a cost, he will hold me fast.
Refrain

For my life he bled and died, Christ will hold me fast;
Justice has been satisfied; he will hold me fast.
Raised with Him to endless life, he will hold me fast

Till our faith is turned to sight, when he comes at last!
Refrain

Rock of Ages

Rock of Ages, cleft for me; let me hide myself in thee;
Let the water and the blood, from thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure, cleanse me from its guilt and power.

Not the labors of my hands, can fulfill thy law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to thee for dress; helpless, look to thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die.

While I draw this fleeting breath, when mine eyelids close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee.

*Benediction
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*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

The lyrics of the songs are used by permission. CCLI License #3008560
He Will Hold Me Fast: words by Ada Habershon; music by Matt Merker © 2013 Merker.
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me: music by James Ward, © 1985 Music Anno Domini.
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