Galatians 5:19-21
Context: Paul takes the Gospel to the region of Galatia – churches are born!
Problem:
False teachers come in and (1) cast doubt on Paul’s authority and (2) promote
a different gospel.
Answer:
-Paul defends his authority as an apostle of Jesus (1:1-2:14)
-Paul defends the true Gospel that justifies by faith alone in Jesus (2:15-4:31)
-We therefore stand fast in Jesus and serve one another by the Spirit (5:1-18).
And when we walk by the Spirit we will not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
But what are the works of the flesh?
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1.

Sexual sins:
•
Fornication: unlawful sexual immorality
•
Uncleanness: pictures a filthy state
•
Lewdness: no restraint

2.

Misplaced Trust:
•
Idolatry: refers to serving and worshiping an image
•
Sorcery: by mixing substances drugs are created that are used to manipulate powers of evil to bring about desired ends –
likely evil ends

3.

Disorder in Relationships:
•
Hatred: strong dislike of a person resulting in hostility
•
Contentions: an argumentative attitude
•
Jealousy: negative feelings over another's success
•
Outbursts of wrath: explosions of anger on another
•
Selfish ambitions: self-seeking nature of a person
•
Dissensions: disunity over opinions
•
Heresies: factions from selfish exclusion
•
Envy: ill will over another’s advantage and the desire to take it

4.

Self-Indulgence:
•
Drunkenness: loss of control to alcohol
•
Revelries: wild parties usually accompanied with drinking and immorality
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Based on these manifestations of the flesh we may ask:
(1) What are they all doing at the root? They are distorting God’s design (intended)
and glory.
(2) Where does this distortion comes from? It comes from a self-rejection of God as
God. The works of the flesh come from a heart that rejects what God has said as
good and rejects that God is the only ultimate and highest good.
So how do you ruin your life?

It is not so much these 15 things as it is the heart of it –
rejecting God as good and what He has said as good.
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Application:
-Believe God is the highest and only good
and
what He has said is good.
-Repent of the flesh
and
live under and according to God’s goodness by His Spirit.

Romans 1:16

