


Nebuchadnezzar’s Strategy

1. Conquer
… temple articles removed



And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of 
Judah into his hand, with some of 
the articles of the house of God… 

D A N I E L  1 : 2



“Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your 
house, and what your fathers have accumulated until 
this day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be 
left,” says the Lord. “And they shall take away some 
of your sons who will descend from you, whom you 
will beget; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of 
the king of Babylon.”

I s a i a h  3 9 : 6 - 7



Nebuchadnezzar’s Strategy

1. Conquer
… temple articles removed

2. Capture
… best & brightest

3. Assimilate
… education … king’s rations … name change



Daniel à God is my judge
Belteshazzar à May Bel protect his life

Hananiah à Yahweh is gracious
Sahdrach à Command of  Aku

Mishael à Who is like God?
Meshach à Who is like Aku?

Azariah à Yahweh is a helper
Abednego à Servant of  Nabu



Manner of Daniel’s Protest

1. Purposed in Heart

2. Faithful in Small, Private Matters

3. Gentleness & Respect



But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you 
are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be 
troubled.” But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and 
always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks 
you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness 
and fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame 
you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in 
Christ may be ashamed.

1  P e t e r  3 : 1 4 - 1 6



Manner of Daniel’s Protest

1. Purposed in Heart

2. Faithful in Small, Private Matters

3. Gentleness & Respect

4. Participant



Same cultural challenges …

… same God


