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“What matters supremely is not, in the last analysis, the fact that I know God, but
the larger fact which underlies it-the fact that He knows me. | am graven on the
palms of His hands. | am never out of His mind. All my knowledge of Him
depends on His sustained initiative in knowing me. | know him because he first
knew me, and continues to know me. He knows me as a friend, one who loves me;
and there is not a moment when his eye is off me, or his attention distracted from
me, and no moment, therefore, when his care falters.

This is momentous knowledge. There is unspeakable comfort—the sort of comfort
that energizes, be it said, not enervates—in knowing that God is constantly taking
knowledge of me in love and watching over me for my good. There is tremendous
relief in knowing that his love to me is utterly realistic, based at every point on
prior knowledge of the worst about me, so that no discovery now can disillusion
him about me, in the way | am so often disillusioned about myself, and quench his
determination to bless me.”

J.1. Packer
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Let Us Come Together to Worship God

Call to Worship Ephesians 1:3-10
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, # even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. In love ° he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, ¢ to the praise of his glorious
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. ” In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight ® making known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things
on earth.

Crown Him with Many Crowns

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne.
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,

And hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed over the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high,

Who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.

Crown him the Lord of love, behold his hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.

No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,

But downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright.

Crown Him the Son of God, before the worlds began,

And ye who tread where He hath trod, crown Him the Son of Man;
Who every grief hath known that wrings the human breast,

And takes and bears them for His own, that all in Him may rest.

Crown Him the Lord of Heaven, enthroned in worlds above,

Crown Him the King to Whom is given the wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns, as thrones before Him fall;

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, for He is King of all.
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Crown Him the Lord of lords, who over all doth reign,

Who once on earth, the incarnate Word, for ransomed sinners slain,
Now lives in realms of light, where saints with angels sing

Their songs before Him day and night, their God, Redeemer, King.

Prayer of Invocation
We ask God's presence to enable us to worship him as we ought.

We Confess Our Sins

Call to Confession Matthew 6:9-13, 33
°Pray then like this:

“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
19Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us this day our daily bread,
12and forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

“...Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.”

Prayer of Confession (Adapted from Streams of Mercy)
Heavenly Father,

We confess with our lips the blessedness of seeking your kingdom first, but our
lives proclaim a different story. We sing the wonders of your love, but we grumble
and complain when our desires are not fulfilled. We say that we follow a loving
God who does what is best for us, but often we want to be our own gods, running
the world in our own way. We declare that we long for the coming of your
kingdom, but often we are more interested in the gifts you give us than we are in
you. Instead of following you, we are prone to follow our wisdom, our desires, and
our own kingdoms. Father, forgive us for this prideful selfishness.

Lord Jesus, thank you that you are the King who reigns in truth and love. You
showed us this love by becoming one of us and following your Father’s will in our
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place. When Satan tempted you with the glory and power of your own kingdom,
you rebuked him and followed the path of suffering instead. You laid down your
life so we could flourish in your kingdom forever. Thank you for this disarming

kindness and love.

Holy Spirit, grow in us the desire to follow you, because we are still sinful, blind
and easily distracted. Help us to see the glory of your kingdom and to love it more
than we love our own. Give us grace to run to you when we fall, knowing that in
Christ we have all the righteousness we will ever need. Help us to die to ourselves
and to serve your kingdom with humble gratitude, boasting in the sweet name of
our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Silent Prayers of Confession

Assurance of Pardon Colossians 1:10-14
...Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; ! being strengthened
with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with
joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance
of the saints in light. 23 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, **in whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins.

All I Have Is Christ

| once was lost in darkest night yet thought | knew the way.
The sin that promised joy and life had led me to the grave.

| had no hope that you would own a rebel to your will;

And if you had not loved me first I would refuse you still.

But as | ran my hell-bound race indifferent to the cost,

You looked upon my helpless state and led me to the cross.
And I beheld God’s love displayed you suffered in my place;
You bore the wrath reserved for me now all | know is grace.
Hallelujah! All I have is Christ. Hallelujah! Jesus is my life.

Now, Lord, | would be yours alone and live so all might see,

The strength to follow your commands could never come from me.
Oh Father, use my ransomed life in any way you choose;

And let my song forever be my only boast is you.

Prayer for the Church and Congregation
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Give Attention to God’s Word

Scripture Reading Colossians 3:1-17

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above,
not on things that are on earth.  For you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. * When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear
with him in glory.

5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:[® sexual immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. ® On account of these the
wrath of God is coming.[9 7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in
them. & But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
obscene talk from your mouth. °® Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put
off the old selfld with its practices ° and have put on the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. * Here there is not Greek and
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,® free; but Christ
is all, and in all.

2Pyt on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 3 bearing with one another and, if one
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. ** And above all these put on love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. ¢ Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your
hearts to God. " And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Sermon “An Elevated Mindset”
Andrew Stapleton
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Celebrate the Lord’s Supper

All baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone as their Savior and Lord, who are
communicant members of a Bible-believing church, and who seek strength and
grace to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. The cups with
lighter liquid contain grape juice, the darker liquid is wine. The darker bread in
the paper cup in the center of the plate is gluten-free. While communion is being
served, please feel free to join in song or meditate quietly on Christ’s sacrifice.

Song of Preparation:

Amazing Grace
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now | see.

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils and snares, | have already come;
“Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow the sun forbear to shine
But God, who called me here below will be forever mine.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
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Song of Response:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
Which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
Perfect in power, in love and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,

God in three persons, blessed Trinity.

Benediction

The lyrics of the songs are used by permission. CCLI License #3008560
All I Have Is Christ: Jordan Kauflin ©2008 Sovereign Grace Praise.
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