Morning Worship

Sunday, October 17", 2021

Only a rightful sovereign has authority. Jesus is our rightful sovereign. He is
sovereign over the whole of the created order, because He is the creator of it. It is
His to begin with. Jesus also has a special authority over His own disciples in that
He not only created them but redeemed them.

—The late Pastor James Montgomery Boice: Philadelphia, 1986
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Sing Praise to the Name of the Lord

Call to Worship Matthew 11:25-30
At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them
to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been
handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him. Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for [ am gentle and lowly in

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.”

The Church’s One Foundation
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is his new creation by water and the Word:

From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth,

Her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy Name she blesses, partakes one holy food.
And to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed,

By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,

Yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

The church shall never perish! Her dear Lord to defend,

To guide, sustain and cherish is with her to the end;

Though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale,
Against or foe or traitor she ever shall prevail.

’Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,

She waits the consummation of peace for evermore;

Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
And the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.
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Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,

And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,

Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.

Prayer of Invocation
We ask God's presence to enable us to worship him as we ought.

Recount the Wonders of His Mercy

Call to Confession Psalm 27:7-9, 11
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! You have said,
"Seek my face." My heart says to you, "Your face, Lord, do I seek." Hide not your
face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, O you who have been my help.
Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! Teach me your way, O
Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies.

Prayer of Confession (adapted from The Valley of Vision)
O Lord, No day of my life has passed that has not proved me guilty in your sight.
Prayers have been uttered from a prayerless heart. Praise has been often praiseless
sound. My best services are filthy rags. Blessed Jesus, let me find a hiding place in
your appeasing wounds. Though my sins rise to heaven your merits soar above
them. Though unrighteousness weighs me down to hell, your righteousness exalts
me to your throne. All things in me call for my rejection, but all things in you plead
for my acceptance. I appeal from the throne of perfect justice to your throne of
boundless grace. Grant me to hear your voice assuring me: that by your stripes |
am healed, that you were bruised for my iniquities, that you have been made sin for
me that I might be righteous in you. I am guilty, but pardoned, lost, but saved,
wandering, but found, sinning, but cleansed. Give me perpetual
broken-heartedness. Keep me always clinging to the cross. Flood me every
moment with descending grace. Open to me the springs of divine knowledge,
sparkling like crystal, flowing clear and unsullied through my wilderness of life.
Amen.

Silent Prayers of Confession
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Assurance of Pardon Psalm 130:3-4; Rom. 5:1; Psalm 130:7-8
People: If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with
you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.

Leader: Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

People: O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and
with him is plentiful redemption. And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

His Mercy is More

What love could remember no wrongs we have done
Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness, new every morn’
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more

What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What Father so tender is calling us home

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more Refrain

What riches of kindness He lavished on us

His blood was the payment His life was the cost

We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more Refrain

Affirmation of Faith Heidelberg Catechism, Q. 60
Leader: Q. How are you righteous before God?

People: A. Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience accuses
me of having grievously sinned against all God’s commandments, of never
having kept any of them, and of still being inclined toward all evil,

nevertheless, without any merit of my own, out of sheer grace, God grants and
credits to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if|
had never sinned nor been a sinner, and as if I had been as perfectly obedient

as Christ was obedient for me. All I need to do is accept this gift with a believing
heart.

Prayer for the Church and Congregation
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Give Attention to His Powerful Word

Scripture Reading Exodus 33:12-34:14, 29-35
Moses said to the LORD, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have
not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by
name, and you have also found favor in my sight.” '* Now therefore, if I have
found favor in your sight, please show me now your ways, that I may know you in
order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.”
“And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” '* And he
said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here.
"For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your
people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, [ and your people,
from every other people on the face of the earth?”

'7 And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do,
for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” '® Moses said,
“Please show me your glory.” ' And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass
before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.” And I will be
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show
mercy. 2’ But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and
live.” ! And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand
on the rock, ** and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock,
and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by. * Then I will take away
my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.”

"The LORD said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and
I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke.
?Be ready by the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and
present yourself there to me on the top of the mountain. * No one shall come up
with you, and let no one be seen throughout all the mountain. Let no flocks or
herds graze opposite that mountain.” * So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the
first. And he rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the LORD
had commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of stone. > The LORD
descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the
LORD. ®The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and
faithfulness, " keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and
the fourth generation.” ®* And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and
worshiped. * And he said, “If now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, please
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let the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our
iniquity and our sin, and take us for your inheritance.”

' And he said, “Behold, I am making a covenant. Before all your people I will do
marvels, such as have not been created in all the earth or in any nation. And all the
people among whom you are shall see the work of the LORD, for it is an awesome
thing that I will do with you.

“QObserve what I command you this day. Behold, I will drive out before you the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
12 Take care, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you
go, lest it become a snare in your midst. "* You shall tear down their altars and
break their pillars and cut down their Asherim '* (for you shall worship no other
god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God),

¥ When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony
in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin
of his face shone because he had been talking with God. *° Aaron and all the people
of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to
come near him. *' But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the
congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them. ** Afterward all the
people of Israel came near, and he commanded them all that the LORD had spoken
with him in Mount Sinai. ** And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he
put a veil over his face.

**'Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove
the veil, until he came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel
what he was commanded, * the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that
the skin of Moses’ face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face
again, until he went in to speak with him.

Matthew 7:24-8:13

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise
man who built his house on the rock. 2> And the rain fell, and the floods came, and
the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been
founded on the rock. ® And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not
do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. ?” And the rain
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it
fell, and great was the fall of it.”
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28 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his

. ymg
teaching, % for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their
scribes.

"When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. > And
behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you
can make me clean.” > And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I
will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. * And Jesus said to him,
“See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer
the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”

>When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to
him, ®“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” ” And he
said to him, “I will come and heal him.” ® But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not
worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant
will be healed. ? For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I
say to one, ‘Go,” and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,” and he comes, and to my
servant, ‘Do this,” and he does it.” ' When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said
to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found
such faith. "' I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, '* while the sons of the
kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.” * And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for
you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment.

Sermon “Come to Christ in Faith as He
Manifest His Glorious Authority”
Reverend Tony Cowley
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Receive the Gifts of His Grace

The Lord’s Supper

All baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone as their Savior and Lord, who are
communicant members of a Bible-believing church, and who seek strength and
grace to live more faithfully to Christ are invited to participate. The cups with
lighter liquid contain grape juice, the darker liquid is wine. The darker bread in
the paper cup in the center of the plate is gluten-free. While communion is being
served, please feel free to join in song or meditate quietly on Christ’s sacrifice.

Song of Preparation:
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest;

Lay down, O weary one lay down, your head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as [ was, so weary, worn and sad;

I found in him my resting place, and he has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold I freely give

The living water; thirsty one, stoop down and drink, and live.”

I came to Jesus, and I drank from that life-giving stream

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
Look unto me, thy morn shall rise, and all thy days be bright.”

I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
And in that light of life I’1l walk ’til pilgrim days are done.

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
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Song of Response:

By Faith

By faith we see the hand of God

In the light of creation’s grand design;

In the lives of those who prove his faithfulness,
Who walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith our fathers roamed the earth

With the power of his promise in their hearts:
Of a holy city built by God’s own hand,

A place where peace and justice reign.

We will stand as children of the promise.

We will fix our eyes on him, our soul’s reward.
Till the race 1s finished and the work is done,
We’ll walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith the prophets saw a day

When the longed-for Messiah would appear

With the power to break the chains of sin and death
And rise triumphant from the grave.

By faith the church was called to go
In the power of the Spirit to the lost:
To deliver captives and to preach good news,
In every corner of the earth. Chorus

By faith this mountain shall be moved

And the power of the gospel shall prevail! carried
For we know in Christ all things are possible,

For all who call upon his name. Chorus

Benediction

The lyrics of the songs are used by permission. CCLI License #3008560
His Mercy is More by Matt Papa, Matt Boswell © 2016 Messenger Hymns, Love Your Enemies
Publishing. By Faith: Keith & Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townend © 2009 Thankyou Music.
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