
Psalm 27 – Tenacity in 
Adversity





The Setting
•Adversity (1 Samuel 15-22): 
•God rejects Saul as king 

•God anoints David as king 

• Saul resents David 

• Saul persecutes David 
• Saul murders 85 priests who innocently helped David 

•Tenacity (Psalm 27, and others): 
• David looks to God; David leans on God



1 – My Trust is in His Character (verses 1-3)
•God is: 
•Light (Psalm 119:105) 

• Salvation (Psalm 18:1-3, 35-36, 46) 27:9 

• Strength (Psalm 37:39-40) 

•Thus, I Need Not Fear  

•What is Your “God s” vs. “I fear” Meter?



2 – My Desire is His Presence (verses 4-6)
•About God, I: 
•Desire, Seek, Dwell, Behold, Inquire 

• In Adversity, God’s Presence Is: 
• A Temple, a Pavilion, a Tabernacle, a High Rock 

•Despite Adversity, I Will: 
• See Beyond the Enemy, and Worship Joyfully





3 – My Dependence is Upon His Mercy (verses 7-10)
“We have all experienced times of exaltation on the mountain, 
when we have seen things from God’s perspective and have 
wanted to stay there. But God will never allow us to stay 
there. The true test of our spiritual life is in exhibiting the 
power to descend from the mountain…We are not made for the 
mountains, for sunrises, or for the other beautiful attractions 
in life—those are simply intended to be moments of 
inspiration. We are made for the valley and the ordinary things 
of life, and that is where we have to prove our stamina and 
strength.” 
            - Oswald Chambers



3 – My Dependence is Upon His Mercy (verses 7-10)

•Please Hear My Cry and Answer Me! 

•Please See My Earnestness! 

•Please Stay Close to Me! 

•Psalm 61



4 – My Direction is with His Guidance (verses 11-13)

•Guide Me Amid Adversity 

• Spare Me From Adversaries 

•Help Me Trust You, and Maintain Hope



5 – My Trust is in His Character (verse 14)
• If I Wait on God (to be strong, robust) 

• If I Have Courage in God (to fasten upon) 
• “Courage, an independent spark from heaven’s throne, 

By which the soul stands raised, triumphant, high, alone; 

The spring of all true acts is seated here, 

As falsehood draw their sordid birth from fear.” - Anonymous 

• He Will Strengthen Me (“be strong in the feet”)


