
In Power; Empowered 

Acts 5.17-42 



A Similar Script to Acts 4 

The Disciples: 
1. Arrested (4:3; 5:18) 

2. Questioned (4:7; 5:28) 

3. Preached (4:8-12; 5:30-32) 

4. Obeyed God First (4:19; 5:29) 

5. “Put Outside” (4:15; 5:34) 

6. Freed (4:23; 5:40) 

7. A Church Rejoices (4:24; 5:41) 



A Clear Contrast in Early Acts 

Is Luke using the early chapters of Acts 

to show a clear contrast between: 
1. The power and wisdom of the Holy 

Spirit, and the power and wisdom of 

humans? 

2. Those who follow God, and those 

who have created their own image 

of God? 



17 – 21  Indignation and Innocence 

• In Power 
• Attitude – “rose up,” “indignation” 

• Action – “laid hands on” 

• Outcome – embarrassed!  

• Empowered 
• Attitude – unfazed 

• Action – simplicity 

• Outcome - emboldened 



17 – 21  Indignation and Innocence 

Which one of these has most control 
over you? 





Breaking Faith 

“For years, political commentators dreamed 

that the culture war over religious morality 

that began in the 1960s and ’70s would fade. 

It has. And the more secular, more 

ferociously national and racial culture war 

that has followed is worse.” 



Breaking Faith 

“As Americans on the right and left untether 

themselves from the standards of organized 

religion, they often redraw their allegiances 

more broadly, rallying around identities of 

race or nationalism while setting aside 

tempering ideals such as charity and 

forgiveness” 



22 – 32  Confusion vs. Clarity 

• In Power 
• Perplexed and unsure 

• Unaware 

• Fearful   

• Empowered 
• Courageous  

• Principled 

• Purposeful  



22 – 32  Confusion vs. Clarity 

Which one of these shows up most often 
in your life? 



33 – 42  Resignation vs. Rejoicing 

• In Power 
• Fury 

• Avoidance 

• Physical violence 

• Empowered 
• Passion 

• Union with Christ (1 Peter 3:13-17) 

• Rejoicing (1 Peter 4:12-14) 


