
Providential God 
Acts 23:11-35 



Providence 

“Providence means not that by which God idly 

observes from heaven what takes place on earth, 

but that by which, as keeper of the keys, He 

governs all events.”  - John Calvin 



“Andy Dalton Saved the Bills, and Fans 
Flocked to His Charity” - January 3, 2018 

(New York Times) 



“Andy Dalton Saved the Bills, and Fans 
Flocked to His Charity” - January 3, 2018 

(New York Times) 
     Andy Dalton, the quarterback for the Cincinnati Bengals, is an 
unlikely hero for Buffalo Bills fans. 

     But Dalton’s improbable last-minute touchdown pass against 
the Baltimore Ravens on Sunday cleared the path for Buffalo’s 
first playoff appearance since the 1999 season, and grateful Bills 
fans responded by channeling their excitement into charity. 
Dalton said that by Wednesday evening, 10,000 people had 
donated almost $250,000 to his foundation since the 
game, enough to cover most of the charity’s goals for all of 2018. 

     Many of the Bills fans donated $17 as a tribute to           
breaking their 17-year postseason drought. 

 



Providential Declaration (Verse 11) 

• Amidst the most recent – and potentially 

deadly – chaos of Paul’s life: 

• God Engages 

• He stands by Paul 

• God Speaks 

• “Be of good cheer” (“have courage”) 
• Matthew 9:2, 9:22, 14:27, John 16:33 

 



Providential Declaration (Verse 11) 

• Amidst the most recent and potentially 

deadly chaos of Paul’s life: 

• God Is Faithful to His Promises 

• Acts 9:15 – 34 AD 

• Acts 18:9-10 – 51 AD 

• Acts 22:21 – 59 AD 

• Acts 23:11 – 59 AD 

 



Human Declaration (12-15) 

• Humans vs. Paul 

1. Paul trusts the Lord; humans take 

matters into their own hands 

 

2. Paul’s oath, the Gospel, seeks to give 

life; the human’s oath, a group 

conspiracy, seeks to take life 



Human Declaration (12-15) 

• Humans vs. Paul 

3. Paul respects Roman justice, the 

humans here do not 

4. Paul’s truth telling will be vindicated, the 

human’s lies will be thwarted 

5. Paul’s reputation will be vindicated, the 

human’s reputation will be        

tarnished  



Proverbs 21:30 

“There is no wisdom or understanding or 

counsel against the Lord” 



Providential Deliverance (16-35) 

• Watch How God Works: 

1. Paul’s otherwise unknown nephew just 

happened to overhear the plot  

2. His nephew somehow entered the 

heavily guarded barracks to tell Paul.  

3. A centurion was willing to take him to 

the commander.  



Providential Deliverance (16-35) 

• Watch How God Works: 

4. The busy commander listened to him 

and believed him.  

5. The commander ordered a small army 

to escort Paul out of town under the 

cover of darkness 



Psalm 115:3 

“Our God is in heaven; He does whatever He 

pleases” 


